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Rollerworld Colchester could be turned into charity

27th February

ROLLERWORLD BUSINESS CHARITY COLCHESTER

By George King
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A ROLLER skating rink which closed down after more than three decades
could be reincarnated as a charity after the company behind the venture
went into liquidation.

Rollerworld Limited is now in the hands of two Liverpool-based liquidators
who are in the process of winding up the organisation after its Moorside
skating venue shut.



Documents show a deficit of about £120,000, of which about £40,000 is owed
to main creditor and owner Jason Khan, who has stressed all employees have
been paid.
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The decision to dissolve the limited company comes after bosses were forced
to call time on their historic Rollerworld rink following a lengthy landlord
dispute.

Jason said: “Most people misunderstand if a company goes into liquidation the
owners must be terrible people but we were advised this would be the best
route.

“We did this to safequard our business and first and foremost so staff who
were owed money would get paid.

“As a director I have put tens of thousands of pounds into the business which
is still technically owed to me but I did it to keep the business going and to pay
employees.

“I always had faith and in the last year we were more busy than Rollerworld
has ever been - we broke records on a weekly basis.”

READ MORE: 'Opening soon' - Long-running nursery firm to launch day
care centre in Colchester

Despite the company going into liquidation, Jason has said Rollerworld as a
concept remains at the forefront of plans being explored by himself and wife
Anne.



Jason and Anne, who “nearly died last year”, hope to reopen Rollerworld as a
charity, with the former Ipswich Toys ‘R’ Us site on the shortlist of potential
venues.
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“Rollerworld Limited is gone but intellectual property such as the name is
owned by me and we still have all of the business assets,” added Mr Khan.

“It will almost be like starting from scratch but Anne and I want to setup a
charity incorporated organisation with a few people of note from Colchester
with experience.

“Providing we find finances and a building it is a possibility Rollerworld 2 can
happen and if it does we want to make it even better than the last one.

“We want Rollerworld to be the Number 1 skating rink in the world.”

Since closing Rollerworld after 32 years Jason and Anne have reopened their
Demon Extreme skate shop in London Road, Stanway.

To find out more visit facebook.com/demonxtreme.
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