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Rink memories [ Staples

In the 1980s, the flashing lights, fluorescent lasers and

FEB i3 po1a pop music made roller skating rinks hugely popular
among teenagers across the country.
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A vestige from the disco craze of the late 1970s, friends
and classmates would plan their days around stops at
the hottest skating spots.

For many youths around Trumbull County, the Top O’
the Strip Roller Rink in Niles was the premier after-

school hangout.

It was destroyed by a killer tornado in May 31, 1985.

For the past four years, friends who used to hang out MOST READ

at the rink have gathered annually to reminisce.
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“That was the pinnacle of roller skating in this area, ,
‘ N Blue Jackets cruise past Sabres
when everything went to lasers,” said Robert
Chambers, who worked at the Top O’ the Strip during Agenda
his teenage years. |
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Chambers and his friends planned to spend that
evening at their favorite hangout. However, while SUBSCRIBE
floating in a swimming pool in Austintown, breaking

news on a nearby radio caught his ear.

“They said there was a bad storm in Newton Falls
headed toward Niles, and to get indoors,” Chambers
remembers. “It was hard to believe, because the
weather was fine where I was.”

At around the same time, Cindy Weiss Rogers, who
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had also planned to go skating at the rink that night,

odd electricity in the air.

“It was like nothing I have ever felt before and just
really weird,” the now 41-year-old Weiss Rogers said.
“Everyone was concerned and the skies started

looking strange.”

At about 6:30 p.m., a funnel cloud touched down in
Portage County, churning its way toward Newton Falls
and Niles.

The F5 tornado ripped through the area, staying on
the ground for 47 miles, devastating everything in its
path.

It is believed that 300 mph winds swirled inside the
twister, which would have made it the largest tornado

in the world that year.

When it was over, 10 people in Ohio and eight in
Western Pennsylvania had perished. Most of the
vietims in Trumbull County died when the twister
roared down on the Niles Park Plaza on U.S. Route
422 near Vienna Avenue.

Nearly 70 houses were destroyed in six communities,
and more than 65 others were damaged severely.
Damage estimates put losses at more than $60
million.

Among the scattered wreckage in the massive debris
field left in the storm’s wake, Top O’ the Strip was
leveled.

Chambers said he could not believe his eyes.

“It was amazing, because everything was fine until you
got to around North Road and (state Route) 169,” the
1982 Mineral Ridge graduate said. “It looked like

someone dropped a bomb. Everything was gone.”

Now, nearly three decades later, local skaters have
spent the past several years remembering the
destroyed rink in an annual remembrance, reuniting
old friends and celebrating 1980s popular culture.

The idea first began four years ago when a group of
friends on Facebook were reminiscing about the Top
O’ the Strip.

“We had some pictures devoted to the rink and the

tornado, and people started suggesting doing
something and getting together,” Weiss Rogers said.
“Everybody jumped on board.”

This year’s remembrance is set to take place from 7 to
10 p.m. Saturday at the Cortland Roller Rink.

Rogers is expecting a crowd of around 200 at the
1980s-themed gathering. This marks the first year the
event is open to children, but not an open skate.

“We basically rent the rink for the day, since they're

normally not open on Saturdays,” Rogers said.

The event will feature door prizes from the 1980s
trivia, songs and prizes will be awarded at the end of
the event. All children must be accompanied by an
adult in order to attend the reunion.

Attendees dressed in 1980s attire will receive prizes as

well.

“We do it to remember the rink and all the fun we had
there and to just get old friends together,” Weiss
Rogers said. “It’s a good time.”

anewman@tribtoday.com

NEWSLETTER

Today's breaking news and more in
your inbox

EMAIL ADDRESS

I'm interested in (please check all that apply)

(] Daily Newsletter (J Breaking News
(J Obituaries

Are you a paying subscriber to the newspaper? *

O Yes O No

SUBSCRIBE

LOCAL NEWS

McDonald schools await Niles man sentenced
latest dose of pandemic relief = WARREN — A Niles resident who led
McDONALD — Patching up issues from the police on a multijurisdictional chase as
COVID-19 pandemic has become a harder well as trying to run over his brother ...

feat than expected, the McDonald ...

Mathews discusses future Cortland battles two fires
track project Sunday
VIENNA — As officials look to make CORTLAND — Cortland firefighters

improvements at the school district’s athletic  rescued a disabled woman from a burning

complex, they also discussed ... home Sunday night on North High Street,

Girard fired up over outages Warren expects spending to
GIRARD — After six power outages in the city fall in °22

within the past two weeks, city officials are WARREN — The city expects to spend less
seeking answers from ... in general fund dollars in 2022 than it was

approved to spend this year, ..

nluuelﬁmildea)
lotepih Blyld

sive thePeriect ﬁjﬁlr

The gift that lasts all year long o ) : ' ' : - i
and is accesible 24/7/365* ,ﬂl l33“ B l i j popr - = . TI'[]JIIIIE‘ LI]I‘UIIII[P

Cribune Chronicle NEWS SPORTS OPINION LIFE CONTACT
Local News Local Sports Editorials Lifestyles Submit News
o f Community News Sport columns Guest Columnists Society Subscribe
Obituaries High School Sports Letters to the Editor  Ticket Advertise

Business Ohio Sports Contact Us



https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zcG9ydHMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9vcGluaW9uLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9saWZlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9vYml0dWFyaWVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9jbGFzc2lmaWVkcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL2pvYnMudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3dhcnJlbnRyaWJ1bmUuY29sdW1uLnVzL3BsYWNl
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXluZXdzb250aGVnby5jb20vdHJpYnVuZWNocm9uaWNsZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zdWJtaXQtbmV3cy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmUv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsLW5ld3Mv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vc2hhcmVyLnBocD91PWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnRyaWJ0b2RheS5jb20vbmV3cy9sb2NhbC1uZXdzLzIwMTQvMDIvcmluay1tZW1vcmllcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL3NoYXJlP3RleHQ9UmluayUyMG1lbW9yaWVz
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_bWFpbHRvOj9zdWJqZWN0PVJpbmslMjBtZW1vcmllcyZib2R5PWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnRyaWJ0b2RheS5jb20vbmV3cy9sb2NhbC1uZXdzLzIwMTQvMDIvcmluay1tZW1vcmllcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xhdGVzdC1uZXdzLzIwMjEvMTEvdHVlLTgyMy1hLW0tdXMtdG8tcmVsZWFzZS01MC1taWxsaW9uLWJhcnJlbHMtb2Ytb2lsLXRvLWVhc2UtZW5lcmd5LWNvc3RzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zcG9ydHMvbG9jYWwtc3BvcnRzLzIwMjEvMTEvYmx1ZS1qYWNrZXRzLWNydWlzZS1wYXN0LXNhYnJlcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2NvbW11bml0eS1uZXdzLzIwMjEvMTEvYWdlbmRhLTEwNTcv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xhdGVzdC1uZXdzLzIwMjEvMTEvdHVlLTgxNi1hLW0tYnVzLWNyYXNoZXMtY2F0Y2hlcy1maXJlLWluLWJ1bGdhcmlhLWF0LWxlYXN0LTQ1LWRlYWQv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsLW5ld3MvMjAyMS8xMS93b21hbi1hY2N1c2VkLW9mLXN0ZWFsaW5nLWdyb2Nlcmllcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zcG9ydHMvbG9jYWwtc3BvcnRzLzIwMjEvMTEvYnVybnNpZGUtaGlnaGxpZ2h0cy10aGFua3NnaXZpbmctZmVhc3Qv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_bWFpbHRvOmFuZXdtYW5AdHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsLW5ld3Mv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsLW5ld3MvMjAyMS8xMS9tY2RvbmFsZC1zY2hvb2xzLWF3YWl0LWxhdGVzdC1kb3NlLW9mLXBhbmRlbWljLXJlbGllZi8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsLW5ld3MvMjAyMS8xMS9uaWxlcy1tYW4tc2VudGVuY2VkLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsLW5ld3MvMjAyMS8xMS9tYXRoZXdzLWRpc2N1c3Nlcy1mdXR1cmUtdHJhY2stcHJvamVjdC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsLW5ld3MvMjAyMS8xMS9jb3J0bGFuZC1iYXR0bGVzLXR3by1maXJlcy1zdW5kYXkv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsLW5ld3MvMjAyMS8xMS9naXJhcmQtZmlyZWQtdXAtb3Zlci1vdXRhZ2VzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsLW5ld3MvMjAyMS8xMS93YXJyZW4tZXhwZWN0cy1zcGVuZGluZy10by1mYWxsLWluLTIyLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL1RyaWJUb2RheS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vVHJpYnVuZUNocm9uaWNsZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsLW5ld3Mv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2NvbW11bml0eS1uZXdzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9vYml0dWFyaWVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9uZXdzL2J1c2luZXNzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zcG9ydHMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zcG9ydHMvbG9jYWwtc3BvcnRzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zcG9ydHMvc3BvcnQtY29sdW1ucy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zcG9ydHMvaGlnaC1zY2hvb2wtc3BvcnRzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zcG9ydHMvb2hpby1zcG9ydHMtYXB3aXJlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9vcGluaW9uLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2VkaXRvcmlhbHMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2d1ZXN0LWNvbHVtbmlzdHMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2xldHRlcnMtdG8tdGhlLWVkaXRvci8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9saWZlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9saWZlL2xpZmVjb3ZlcnMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9saWZlL3NvY2lldHkv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9saWZlL3RpY2tldC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9jb250YWN0LXVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zdWJtaXQtbmV3cy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmUv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9hZHZlcnRpc2Uv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJpYnRvZGF5LmNvbS9jb250YWN0LXVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5vZ2Rlbm5ld3MuY29tLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5udXR0aW5nY29tcGFueS5jb20v

