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Presque Isle Skating
and Event Center

The future looks bright for this revamped Millcreek icon.

Discover
s Presque lsle

=9

Outdoors &
. N A R TR T Recreation
Q‘ by Ryan Smith () March 16, 2016 at 2:00 PM

s 1. Y 34
) Jul. 28th

Erie

SeaWolves

vs. Reading

Fightin' Phils
Sports

At any given weekend session,

Presque Isle Skating and Event
Center sees somewhere around

100 to 150 people walking through

its door to go rollerskating on its

floor.

Lake Erie
That's according to rink co-owners V0t Cyclefest

T Downtown

Ryan Smith

Shannon and Steve Monney. And,

Slow Roll
whether they've come for an open- Sports
skating session, a birthday party, a family gathering, or one of the © Jul. 28th, 6
other events the rink routinely plays host to, it seems that just
"about every other person who walks through the door tells us d h Live Music at
how they grew up here," Shannon said recently. "We hear things ﬁﬁ Altered State
like that all the time." Hele
Things, she said, like "This is where | had my first kiss."
o o - Smith
"This is where | met my first girlfriend.” 28 Carillon
Summer
And more memories. Sweet memories. On wheels. Concert
Series 2022
"It seems like it's a very iconic building," added Shannon, who, Music

@ 1l o8

with Steve, has co-owned and operated the business since late

2011 along with partners Israel and Nagliz Rivera.
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The rink — falling into disrepair before

the two couples bought, restored, re-
named and re-opened the facility —

has been a fixture on Erie's west side

Since 18846 —mmmmm——
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DEPARTMENT STORE

B10 Parade 5t. « 814-453-4314 » www krnudeptstore.com
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since 1949, according to the Monneys;
first as Westlake Skating and, more

recently, as Evans Skateland West.

She's right. The rink — falling into disrepair before the two couples

The 10th Annual
Erie's 40 Under 40
Erle Reader: Vol. 12, No. 7

bought, restored, re-named and re-opened the facility — has been

a fixture on Erie's west side since 1949, according to the Monneys;
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first as Westlake Skating and, more recently, as Evans Skateland TS

West,
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Mary Lynn Rate, LPC, CADC » Rab Giannamaore, LPC
Charen Pasky, LCSW » Jillian Rhoades, LCSW
Azhley Gleason, LPC = &len Melik-Adarmyan, LCSW
Nicoke McDuff, LPC « Samantha Marcinke, LPC
Mark Gardner, LPC » Sara Allegretro, LPC » Marcia Anderson, LPC

"A lot of people look at it as a nostalgic place," said Texas-native

Shannon, 38. "l myself spent my childhood growing up around a

skating rink."

Individuals | Couples | Families | Depeession | Addictions | Anxiety | Trauma
EMD® Therapy | Personal Fitnags Training | Mutrition & Weight Management
Dexter Ave. Erie, PA1
For more info, visit www.marylynnrote.com

So, she gets it, and so do her partners. And that understanding —

the understanding that a skating rink, for the people who love the WHAT DO YOU

THINK?

L2 1]

place, seems to be so much more than a big room with a smooth

wooden floor — comes through in the fun, funky, bright-color-
How much do you

trust the news
headlines you
encounter on

social media?

splashed atmosphere of the place.

| mean, | felt like a kid again the moment | first walked in. (That is,

a kid — now a man in his mid-30s — who also grew up rollerskating

| Alot
in his own hometown.)
| Alittle bit
Good work there, everyone. | Not much
| Not at all

Since they've been at it, they've "really been trying to fix it up and W

make it better [than before]" said Shannon.

Along with continuing renovations, that's meant "paint, and paint,

* By clicking "NEXT" you
agree to the following: We
use cookies to track your
survey answers. If you
would like to continue with
this survey, please read
and agree to the
CivicScience Privacy Policy
and Terms of Service

and paint, and paint," said Steve. "And clean, and clean, and clean,

and clean."

Again, that's good, worthwhile kind of work.

Their purchase of the skating rink on West Lake Road, however,

was almost an endeavor into something else — something

POPULAR THIS WEEK
decidedly less fun-filled, less bright-colored, less on-wheels. At
first, the Monneys said, they weren't exactly sure what they were o COVID-19
+ : ke : : ‘ Cases Rise
going to do with the facility. But opening a dog kenneling Slightly In Erie
business there was actually the first big idea that stuck. County, Across
Country
It wasn't long, though, before they started hearing the calls to -
keep it a skating rink, to keep it open to the public, and to try to ii%la ;I::Epresentx,
N ’
make it better than it had ended up before they came to it. o Counterfeit,
Cop Torture at
All of that encouragement "made us realize how much of a BT

customer base is [already] here," said Shannon. "l thought it was a

_ ; _ o Ludacris

little crazy," she added. "But at the same time, | thought it would g '§ Shows

be good." L Behrend Some
Southern

So, they committed to it. And knowing they'd be learning as they Hospitality

rolled, they immediately (as in, the same day they closed on the .
Best of Erie

purchase) opened the doors to the skating public. 2014 Finalists

We said, 'Let's make a go at it,”" said Steve. After all, "this [place] is Hangin' Out at

an Erie legacy." the South Pier

To make it work, the rink's owners said they quickly learned to rely

Mary Lynn Rate, LPC, CADC » Rob Giannamore, LPC
Charen Pasky, LCSW » Jillian Rhoades, LCSW
Hshley Gleason, LPC = Alen Melk-Adamyan, LCSW
Nicobe McDuff, LPC * Samantha Maranke, LPC
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on the advice and expertise of longstanding (er, long-skating) staff

members like Sherry Covatto, who's worked at the rink for
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EMD® Therapy | Personal Fitnass Training | Mutrition & Weight Management

upwards of 20 years.
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"This is my fun job," said Covatto as she readied for a recent party
shift. "It's great exercise, and it's so fun to watch all the families

and kids come in.
"It's a big family [here]," she added. "They've done a beautiful job."

Family really is plainly evident at Presque Isle Skating. Brayden,
the Monney's just-turned-two-year-old, for one, is a regular fixture

at the rink — and he already loves to skate.

"He's been here since he was about three weeks old," said

Shannon.

At one point when he was that wee, she said, they even had to
play the rink's music playlist — what he was most accustomed to

hearing — at home to soothe him to sleep.

Man, that's a lucky kid, | thought.

Along with being home to various
group events, as well as the regular
host venue to the Eerie Roller Girls
roller derby team's home bouts, the

rink is continually striving to really
highlight that family-friendly appeal.

Along with being home to various group events, as well as the
regular host venue to the Eerie Roller Girls roller derby team's
home bouts, the rink is continually striving to really highlight that
family-friendly appeal, the Monneys said.

Opening the business as their own "was [recognized] as an
opportunity,” said Steve, "and something we saw we could make

better."

That willingness to take a chance on something new and exciting,
to commit to preserving (and bettering) something old and, for

many, heart-held, is certainly a respectable business endeavor.
Roll on, Presque Isle Skating.

Ryan Smith can be contacted at rSmith@ErieReader.com, and you

can follow him on Twitter @RyanSmithPlens.

@ israel and nagliz rivera
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