Ne

Abc™ B ;
— Today's Digital Newspaper }

ST o @azelte

Pulitzer Prize Winner / Est. 1872

ose

L
L 3
-
e Snow

Daily Weather REPO“A“EI’IC
Powered By: R ——

&™ Winter Olympics: Latest Colorado Winter Fun Guide:
news, medal counts and Hot springs, ski areas,

more winter festivals and more through Feb. 13

=% VOTE: Gazette Best of the
Springs voting is now open

Sign up for our newsletters
and get news that matters
sent to your inbox

A look back in Colorado Springs | '60s
roller derby star learned her skills at
Skateland downtown
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10f4

Skateland 1952

(Gordon Sweet photograph collection, courtesy of Pikes Peak Library District, 044-4685)
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The rock ‘em, sock ‘em Pikes Peak Derby Dames teams draw cheering crowds to the
City Auditorium who know the stars’ skating names.

It turns out a local woman had led the way back in the 1960s. Cindy McCoy had

grown up in Colorado Springs where she learned to skate at Skateland downtown.

The native rolled around on city sidewalks and skated to the organ music of Lee
White Penkhus at the Penkhus family rink on West Colorado Avenue. She took

lessons there, gaining early skills.

When there were problems in the family, her parents divorced and Cindy and her
mother moved to California. That’s where she saw an ad for skaters for the amateur

Roller Games roller derby. She was just 14 years old but had athletic ability.

In a Gazette interview in 2013, McCoy said, “We went through hours of training and
building muscles, from just learning how to stand up, how to get the feel of the
track, how to build up your speed and jump, and how to take falls.” It was a tough
sport with no helmets or mouth guards and skates didn’t have toe stops. “We skated
on a banked track. We wore elbow pads, a little tiny piece of leather on our tail
bone, and some sponge knee pads. If you wanted to stop, you fell. I probably ended

up with four or five concussions, easy.”

In her biography, she said she was extremely competitive and it appealed to her

that men’s and women’s teams rolled to the same rules.

The rough-tough roller derby drew thousands of fans in the ‘60s where they were

riled up in a fervor close to that of pro wrestling.

McCoy completed a year of amateur before being signed with the Los Angeles T-
Birds. In Australia with the Roller Games League’s skating tour, the youngest
member of the team, she was the fans’ choice for Rookie of the Year and Roller

Games Queen.

It was an exciting, well-paying several seasons until the fateful time she was

teaching Australian skaters how to fall without injuring themselves.

The youngsters, however, were being kids and not paying any attention, McCoy told
The Gazette. It frustrated her and “I realized I was going way too fast. I guess I let
my Irish temper get the better of me,” she said. She landed hard, dislocating her tail

bone and fracturing the bottom vertebrae. Her legs were numb.

Six weeks in the hospital after surgery, she was able to fly home. After a short return
to roller derby, she left skating at age 18.

McCoy had promised her mother she would graduate from high school and she did,
Air Academy High School, followed by Metro State College in Denver.

After retiring from a management career in Colorado Springs, she and her husband
moved to Las Vegas with hopes her story could be made into a movie. It would be
based on the biography, “Hell on Wheels: The Incredible Story of Rookie Roller
Derby Queen Cindy McCoy,” a young adult book written by Karen Mueller Bryson
(Goodreads Author).

Another step in her life’s circle would be a possible nomination for the Colorado

Springs Sports Hall of Fame.

Linda Navarro, The Gazette
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A look back in Colorado Springs: "Hawaii Five-O's" Jack Lord had Colorado Springs art
connection

For 12 CBS seasons, ending in 1980, Jack Lord was “Hawaii Five-O's" tough cop detective Capt. Steve
McGarrett. His “Book ‘em, Danno” became th...

A look back in Colorado Springs | Tragic stage heroine brought culture to town

A look back in Colorado Springs | 'Forrest Gump's' Lt. Dan, Gary Sinise, helped Black Forest firefighters,
entertained at Fort Carson, AFA

A look back in Colorado Springs | Rodeo trick roper Montie Montana made grand Broadmoor entrance
A look back in Colorado Springs | A surprising Grateful Dead connection

A look back in Colorado Springs | 'Gunsmoke’ actor Ken 'Festus' Curtis part of Pikes Peak or Bust
Rodeo history

A look back in Colorado Springs | Actor Sam Elliott, wife Katharine Ross were here for Louis L'Amour
movie

A look back in Colorado Springs | Broadmoor International Theatre brought Jack Benny, Liberace and
other stars here

A look back in Colorado Springs | Mr. Las Vegas Wayne Newton honored by USO at the Antlers
A look back in Colorado Springs | Roy Rogers' sidekick Pat Brady and his jeep Nellybelle
A look back in Colorado Springs: 'Luann's' Greg Evans had Colorado Springs comic newsletter

A look back at Colorado Springs: Pioneers Museum historic courtroom a setting for movies and Perry
Mason
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