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Ches-A-Rena soon to be only a memory

TRIB MATTHEW MEDSGER | Thursday, May 31, 2018 4:54 p.m.
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he Ches-a-Rena building being demolished on Thursday, May

N OUR

JACK FORDYCE | TRIBUNE-REVIEW

31, 2018 in Cheswick.

After Friday, the Ches-A-Rena will be no more.
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The last standing portions of Cheswick's surplus

World War Il era airplane-hangar-turned-roller-rink
were due to be torn down by crews from
Pittsburgh-based Noralco Corporation by noon
Friday. The majority of the structure was removed

beginning in April.

TribLIVE's Daily and Weekly
email newsletters deliver the
news you want and
information you need, right
to your inbox,

In its place along Pittsburgh Street sits a pile of

rubble and mangled steel girders. The building had stood there for more than 70

years,

An unoccupied row of store fronts adjacent to the skating rink remains for the

moment, though crews say that will most likely come down early next week,

Developer Brian Clark said the building, first opened in 1947 by Elmer and Victoria

Dattola, couldn't be repaired because of wear that had occurred as the years crept

on and the skating rink fell into disuse.

The building was remodeled in 1957, and an addition — the now empty storefronts

— was built onto it.

The skating rink moved to the second floor, and a grocery store, a Thorofare, moved

into the bottom. Over the decades, it evolved to have multiple businesses on the

bottom floor, most recently a Goodwill store, and a daycare upstairs,

Except for a day in late March, when Clark opened the building to the public for one

last chance to skate and a shot at grabbing a pair of Ches-A-Rena roller skates, the

rink hasn't been used for its original purpose in more than 20 years.

The Dattola family would eventually sell the property, though new owners never

really had much success making the space work as a music and event venue in the

early 2000s.

What will come next is hard to say, according to Clark.

"We've got to get the arena down before we start looking at tenants," he said. "We

are currently negotiating with a few possible tenants, but you really need to have the

site cleared to show them its potential.”

Clean up of the building debris is expected to take a few more weeks, according to

demolition crews.

When that work is done, there will be nothing left of the Ches-A-Rena except

memories,

Matthew Medsger is a Tribune-Review staff writer. Reach him at 724-226-4675,

mmedsger@tribweb.com or via Twitter @matthew_medsger.

Support Local Journalism and help us continue covering the stories that matter

to you and your community.

SUPPORT JOURNALISMNOW >

Send feedback

STORIES YOU MAY FIND INTERESTING

NALISM

TRIB:

Bushy Run Battlefield race to aid fight
against human trafficking

Runners will have
a chance to
compete in a 3.1-
mile race at the
Bushy Run
Battlefield along
Route 993 in
Penn Township
on June 18 ...
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Turnpike delays expected Saturday at
Allegheny Tunnel in Somerset County

Motorists
traveling on the
Pennsylvania
Turnpike in
Somerset County
Saturday should
be prepared for
possible delays at
the Allegheny
Tunnel as single-
lane, two-way
traffic patterns ...

Continue Reading
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LEGO Harry Potter Hagrid's Hut:
Buckbeak's Rescue

Price: $76.48
LEGO Harry
Potter Hagrid's
Hut: Buckbeak's
Rescue With this
Harry Potter toy,
kids can build and
explore Hagrid-s
2-room hut, then
save Buckbeak ...
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Kody the Steller's Sea Eagle is back in
newly renovated home at the National
Aviary

Kody, the
wayward Steller’s
Sea Eagle who
escaped from the
National Aviary
last year, is back
in his newly
renovated home
at the National
Aviary ...
Continue Reading
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Hempfield school board to continue
discussion of books available to high
school students

The Hempfield
Area School
Board will discuss
next month
tweaking a policy
related to
reevaluating
course materials.
It's part of a
monthslong
conversation that
stems ...
Continue Reading
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Leonard Pitts Jr.: Poor white people

Come and let us
pity white people.
They are the real
victims here,
That, in essence,
is the battle cry
that's powered
much of American
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4-QUESTION TRIB POLL :

What is your favorite bridge
in Pittsburgh?

Smithfield Street
Clemente Bridge
Other

N/A

Hulton Bridge

31st Street Bridge
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Gilpin man arrested
after girl, 17, found at Penguins GM Ron
Hextall hasn't done
anything to lose his
job or to keep it

Mark Madden:

his house tested
positive for drugs

Leaning wall at Pitt signs former

Springdale field only Marquette guard
Greg Elliott for
rebuilt backcourt

likely to get worse
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