PANAMA CITY

NEWS HERALD

News Sports Entertainmen Lifestyle Opinion [USA TODAY Obituaries E-Edition Legals Q

SUBSCRIBE NOW
Sale: $1 for 6 Months

SALE EXTENDED
Sale: $1 for 6 Months

71°F (&

Subscribe

Signin v

Advertisement - scroll for more content

AD
Modelo ™y FiGHTING SPIRIT.

EDITORIALS | Opinion This piece expresses the views of its author(s), separate from those of this publication.

Advertisement

Memories skate away with rink’s
closing

Staff Writer The News Herald
Published 8:00 a.m. ET July 13, 2016 | Updated 5:03 p.m. ET July 12, 2016

The county's last skating rink is now closed. The News Herald

If you are under the age of 40 or spent your childhood in Bay County, odds are
good that at one time or another your feet graced the entrance, but never the
wooden floor, at 333 W. 14th St.

Untold thousands of kids accompanied by parents, and teens joyously with no
parents in tow, walked in the entrance of The Skate Factory, pausing only long
enough to either rent a pair of roller skates or lace up their own before hitting the
waxed and shiny hard wooden surface.

It was a different time, and it is a time that has come to an end here for now with
the closing of the iconic spot for young romance and birthday parties that didn't 2y A
break the budget. X

“It was one of the local icons,” Skate Factory owner Bob Sterrett told The News
Herald. “It was a wonderful thing we did for the community. We had the best
employees.”
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My mission 1s to find a quality tenant for that space,” Nations said. “We've had
prospects.”
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We hope Nations is successful in his mission because that would be good news for
Panama City, which has found itself struggling to attract new businesses.

Still, knowing the skating rink is gone is just another reminder to many that times
are changing as we age. A generation without video games saw an outing to the
skating rink as almost a rite of passage, a place without parents where a boy and
girl could hold hands during the “couples skate.” For parents it was a safe place to
leave their young teens, an affordable place for a birthday party, a place they likely
had been to as youngsters themselves.
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There’s nothing wrong with today’s outdoor amusements for kids, it just doesn'’t
seem the same.

Or maybe we're just getting old, too.
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